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One of the most important Ypresian plant localities in northern Italy is the worldwide 
famous Pesciara-Monte Postale Lagerstätte, located NE of the Bolca village (Verona and 
Vicenza Province). But, as seen in this guide (Carnevale et al., 2014, this volume), the 
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of Delesserites pinnatus Unger in the Pesciara site (Fiore, 1936d) and re-determined the 
fern ��	����#��"����'	����"��Massalongo as an aquatic monocotyledon (Eichorniopsis; 
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(Massalongo, 1850) Massalongo 1851 (previously named Zonarites? caputmedusae), 
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similarity with the living genus Postelsia, he erected the new genus Postelsiopsis. The 
name Zoophycos Massalongo also included four species of true trace fossils, among 
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palm fruits such as Castellinia Massalongo, Geonomites De Visiani, and Palaeospathe 
<����5���=����	������������
��������
���	����������	���������Podocarpus and Taxodium 
(Massalongo, 1859; Fiore, 1936e). 
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in the rich historical collections at Padova and Verona and the more recently collected 
material at Bolca and Verona. Independent of a planned systematic revision this resulted 
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Cercidiphyllum (Jähnichen et al., 1980). 
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Frequency and diversity of marine elements such as macroalgae and seagrasses 
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leaves but also by amber (Trevisani et al., 2005). They may have been blown directly into 
the lagoon from trees growing nearby on a well-drained (drier) substrate by occasional 
storms (Papazzoni & Trevisani, 2006), and large palm fruits may just have fallen down 
into the water. Storms may also be responsible for occasionally removing whole-plant 
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than in macroscopic remains (Kedves & Zsivin, 1970; Trevisani et al., 2005). Since 
pollen is more easily transported for some distance, they may have been derived from a 
diverse tropical forest in some distance to the lagoon. Summing up, we have to envisage a 
tropical lagoon for the Ypresian of Pesciara-Monte Postale which was probably surrounded 
especially by legumes and palms including the mangrove palm Nypa. A regular tropical 
forest followed with distance.
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